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Sir: 

This disclosure statement under 37 CFR 1.97 & 1.98 is submitted before the 
first Office Action in order that the Patent and Trademark Office may consider the 
relevancy of certain information to the invention described and claimed in the subject 
application, and in compliance with the regulations concerning information disclosure 
statements. Enclosed are copies of the following: 

a) the Search Report received in the corresponding application pending in 
the European Patent Office; and an English language translation 
thereof; and 
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with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
enveloped addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
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b) the foreign documents cited by the European Patent Office in the 

Search Report listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 
This Information Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, that additional information material to 
the examination of this application does not exist, that any reference mentioned 
herein constitutes prior art, or that the references listed, severally or in any 
combination with one another or with any other information, are believed to render 
any claim in the subject application prima facie unpatentable. 
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(412) 777-3804 

FACSIMILE PHONE NUMBER: 
(412) 777-3902 
s:\bsh\DB532 



PO-7901 



-2- 




U.S. Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 
PRIOR ART CITED BY APPLICANT 
Several Sheets If Necessary) 



Sheet 1 of 1 


Attv rVvlcot Mo 


Ovji icii i>iu. 


PO-7901/LeA 36,290 


10/736,164 


Applicant 




Peter Haas et al 




Filing Date 


Group 


December 15, 2003 


1711 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPRO- 
PRIATE 


j 


AA 


5,681,915 


10/28/97 


(Bel. to corresp. to EP 
Lechner et al 


705 871) 
528 


74.5 






AB 


6,221,929 B1 


04/24/01 


Ryugo et al 


521 


114 






AC 
















AD 
















AE 
















AF 
















AG 
















AH 
















Al 
















AJ 
















AK 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


Yes 


No* 




AL 


198 12 174 


09/23/99 


Germany (Abstract attached) 








X 




AM 


196 30 281 


01/29/98 


Germany (Abstract attached) 








X 




AN 


199 36 481 


02/08/01 


Germany (Abstract attached) 








X 




AO 


















AP 

















OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AR 



AS 



AT 

EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER Initial if references considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609: Draw line through if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Neither English Language Equivalent nor an English Language Translation is available. 



